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CD: What changed at Pearl Harbor, and in the Navy, and in Oahu after the 
attacks on December 7? 


(01:40) 
CD: Now how did living through the attacks at Pearl Harbor change you 
personally? 


FM: I don't know that it had, really. I was still very young, felt very 
indestructible, went about my business. I was a good radioman; I knew my 
business; I was able to stand top watches as a third class, which I was promoted 
to right after Pearl. Uh...I could copy...as well as anybody aboard the ship, 
including our chief petty officer. And uh...when uh, we got to San Diego man I hit 
the beach, I had a ball, you know. And uh...when I was down at uh Australia and 
New Zealand I picked up some girls and uh and you know really I uh... I don't 
think it changed me a whole lot. I think I was uh not a serious young guy; I liked 
to have fun; I probably drank too much, heh at an early age, which I quit...a long 
time ago. But uh, I don't think it really changed me that much. I've always been 
kind of easy going, a non-disciplinarian. Uh, you know, it's... I don't think I 
changed that much, I really don't. 

(03:27) 

CD: What do you think the lesson of Pearl Harbor is for the country today? 


FM: Be viligant [sic].... I think one of the things that we should learn today is that 
this country cannot tell the world how to live. We can tell them to...keep off of us, 
but we can't make a democracy out of every country in the world. And uh, I think 
we need to be strong, I think we need to keep a strong armed forces - all three 
services. I think that, uh...we need to be very vigilant. 

(04:19) 

CD: Have you been back out to...Pearl Harbor? 


FM: Yes, I've been out there three times since...since then. 
CD: Have you gone to the memorial? 
FM: Oh yes. Yes. 


CD: Now when you go out to the memorial, and you're standing on that 
structure... 


FM: I choke up. I choke up and tears come to my eyes. I um, took my family, my 
wife, my son and daughter, and my two grand children, out to the sixtieth 
aniversary, and it was a very, very emotional... trip for me. Um... my wife and I 
had gone out uh some time in the mid '70s, or late '70s, when I went out there on 
business. And uh, and we went uh, again in the mid '80s on business. And again 
we went to the sixtieth anniversary. I wanted to go the the sixty-fifth, but we 
couldn't make it. 

(05:36) 

CD: Could you enlighten us a little bit as to personally why when you're out on 
the memorial it's such a personal thing for you? 


FM: Well, I remember all the sailors that were killed then, and the 
wounding...and then the togetherness of the country. You know that was the only 
war that had the undivided approval of every person in the United States. That's 
the only war that everyone was back of. And you know we put ships in 
commission, and we put airplanes, built airplanes at a pace that you wouldn't 
believe. Would probably never happen again the way this country is. Unless 
something like this happened where we were the ones that were attacked first. 
So it was an emotional thing, yeah... 

(06:33) 

CD: How many names on the wall up there do you recognize? 


FM: You know what, I didn't look at the names on the wall. I looked at a few of 
the grave sites out at the crater, but I didn't look at on the wall. And the only one 
I really remember in the grave sites, strange to see, was Ernie Pile. Strange isn't 
it? Heh heh. Yeah... 

(07:20) 

CD: Who was Ernie? 


FM: Who was Ernie? He was a war correspondent...in the Pacific. I'm not sure 
where he got killed, but he got killed as a war correspondent in the Pacific. 


CD: There's about a million and a half people who go out to the memorial to pay 
their respects every year. 


FM: Right. 


CD: And part of what we're doing today here is going to be some of the 
information they see out there. What would you tell them as a Pearl Harbor 


survivor about what you hope they take away from this? 


FM: Love your country. Be viligant [sic]. Vote every time you have a chance. 
Don't just be a person who let's things float by. But most of all love your country, 
honor it, support your servicemen, and be viligant [sic]. That would by my way of 
talking to you. 

(TRAIN. From 8:35 to 9:30) 

While this is going on they get inserts of clothing. Hat at around 9:15. 
Eye close up at 9:30. 


(09:30) 
CD: Is there anything that I didn't ask that you think is an important thing to 
share about your experiences from that day...for people to know about? 


FM: No I think you covered it very well, thank you. 


Room Tone at 9:55. Also some useful camera pan movements / rack focus. 
Continues until 12:00. 


END OF TAPE 


